- TheClipper Visits =
- MaryEaton

BY JUDY FOLEY

She’s known as “‘t.he produce lady’’ in her horse-

rawn wagon; ‘‘the-animal-lady’’ who confesses to

e a sucker for any sick or injured animal and would

ke to watch birds of prey roam herland; ‘‘odd-jobs -
fary’’ who has, when the moment arose, joined a: .
zarch-and-rescue team in the Washington state .
10untains, worked with exceptional children, volun-;

zered at the Trailside Museum,- and built a shelter
or her 1,800 pound workhorse, Ben.

She’s Mary Eaton: young, slight, H""d-workingr

nd committed to a lifestyle which, while in vogue

oday, she follows because it’s the only natural way

2g0. . : : g
She cans and freezes most of her own food. She

nce saved a herd of horses from neglect and star- -
ation, and now wants to $ave horses from speeding -

ars. She gave birth to her son Alex at home with a
ridwife present (and -- a compromise, perhaps -- an
mbulancein the driveway). Her life is threaded with

he complex, interwoven details of a simple and.

atural life in today’s imposing world. :

A winding, gutted.dirt-road leads to the Eaton 11- - |
cre-tract of land: Her vegetable wagon, imprinted:

vith: Eeton’s Produce-in- faded lettering; is propped

\p waiting for repairs. Two geese wander across the .

ard among a. mixture-of ‘chicken coops, horse

.orrals-and goat-sheds. To one side' is a Y2-acre gar- -

len in the midst-of harvest.. e
This has been both home-and work to Mary Howe
iaton, a-mature 24, since her marriage 2 years ago to
ock ‘musician and lyricist Nick. Their house,con-
tructed with peg-and-beam, is spacious and airy and
.omfortable. She was in the kitchen, surrounded by
nountains of tomatoes and jars. ‘‘Harvest fime,”
he said. “‘I see tomatoes.in my sleep.”’ She gardens,
akes. care of the animals, ‘does carpentry, and con-
tantly: burns: a.-seemingly never-ending supply of
mergy, usually with Alex:in tow. Nick helps:with the
reavy 'work, but his scheduleis full and often conflic-
s with'hers, so tending the land is generally Mary’s,
ob. ‘I like hard work:’”- Then; ‘It took me a long

ime to'realize'that Nick’s:music was work. But it is, -

v different kind but just ashard.”” He writes. lyrics
ind::performs- with the group Maxxi Rocco from
3oston to Cape Cod, and recently cut-a demo: tape

:anrbe:

hat isscireulating-arourid local radio stations. ‘“There

~ tuallysent to(
s

‘Mary Eaton holds the reins of Bob, a Percherpn horse, which draws the “Eaton’s

Preduce” wagon around town. Mary’s helper is Heather Griffiths of Kingston. *

- Mary and her husband, Nicky, live on Joy St. (off Temple St.) with their baby,

some goats, chickens, dogs, cats andq3 horses. ‘“We have 85 mouths to feed,’” says

Mary.

swept up in a sudden rush -of river water. ““I was
nearly drowned. We found one of the girls’ shoes.
Their bodies were récovered later.”’ :

- Two years ago, during the Blizzard of ’78, she and
friend: Lynn Peterson of Duxbury’s Puddin’ Farm
discovered a group: of neglected horses in a Mid-
dleboro barn.' Getting no help from the MSPCA or
the local board of health, the 2 girls went on: another
rescue mission. “‘First-we tried to buy them, but the
owner-asked exorbitarit-prices ~ they weren’t worth
much . by that time. We actually thought. about
stealing them. But'we arranged the killer. (animal
slaughterer) to“buy them for horsemeat. They were
wild, without human contact, and starved. They had
to be drugged and.put on medication. Some brood-

-mares and stallions  died.. But it worked out

b_e_autifully;.'-.weisl'é;_if_é;d :about-9; and others were even-

@uxhul“.g;ﬁ;_ Glipper
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ather'fogk:pictiires and-we
fzhisfirst sounds. We'd like:to

)

able: th
aninstingtiv
raising shim:without :36fling: hi
rengss:is amazing. He's al
eelings; he hias th

ghtto be:sad.or

e > M p g < ielped v B .-:aqgry Y
soffiething 'i§ wrong. ‘If 'you stifle a child?s feelings,
oaS‘it‘:'ally'ybu%rq tellirig him his feelings.don’t count.” -

-goal, she says; is to be self-sufficient. *“I'd like

po. iblq.‘?’*'-‘Bes_ides;putting up her own-produce, she
ts:eggs from:the chickens (or they end ‘up in.the

gq R0 ? . . T - ey
freeZer),-and milk from the goat. Heat comes froni:

wood stove and:passive solar, energy. But her.plans

go even further? to 2 g & .
ter;’ an-tierb. garden..*‘for medicinal purposes as well
as spices,”’ -and_wind:power for electricity, ““I’d liké

to ;get to the point where I rely. on. horse-and-wagon,
and riot-use a-car,”-she:said, although she’s as.com- . fr
an horseback. #‘It's .
e déperident on’
fou except yourself.”” They are -ambitious goals, she _

cycle as she is on:

‘ortable on:a:mato
1 lifelo €am,: to. [earn: not.-tq
inyone: Because:in the end nabody

admits:- {‘We never use the
vord ‘do:’” . L o :
- Her.wagon and produce business, which-gets her-
Ip:at- dawn - every morning in season to .go-to the
narket :and ,through’ the. streets .of Duxbury; ‘were
slagued with problems this.year, ‘and she was-onlyon
‘he road:a’ few. weeks. First there was a workhorse
‘who.turned ‘out to be ‘““crazy” when harnessed. But
she is determinéd to make it work, L4f it takes; 10

word “try;’ we:say the

2 huge, gentle horse from Vermont.who Mary swears-
zan-plow the road.f.a sever winter blocksthetiiin,

 Horses have been alpaftarh

2 horses, besides old Ben:
at. back: from.Washington,. the -othér:;
ned'.and..nursed ‘back: to health

Washingion;” Oregon, Wyo,

horses:wherever she.went. She,did.a 3-month:
ccristint with:a searchandescue team th

5,“wheitshe helped fin
year-old.retarded:boy:.

ry-when:

" takes a few seconids t6'Stow down. -

,;1; N . ‘~ . B ket ¥ t 'f~: i
stay:: out -Of the supermar completely i beén

to.a milking cow for cheesq and but- ~only: ones wiiv;d - OW=Cown. are' the mothers
g Sow for ' : ;wajnt‘to:.gwe.th‘eir‘kld‘s;_tod:clOse-a1ook;-.-.B_ut;itfs only

years to.do it right.” The horse was replaced by Ben, -

lifeaid

Crsey and Conmecticut; did:matiaged to Work. with -

:and‘pony. club: -
Iraw:attention to
enié:riddled with hidden.

“parade permits,

theanimals as his mother, while- . and- ifiterest:waned: - The Anext.step, She says, will be.
respect: for nature. and-the-.: .

sthahd::t-‘“.We;.‘beliegehiln
uriosity,-and--his -downan e (
20 FUlly " .slow down if:they ‘see.a hotse.in trouble; but’that's

:down?when a ridef- signals in a-palm-
‘thehand. ““Now cars are required to -

, ;oug‘l;s.15Qiitiif;a}-échaxmels{._ZWi,th»;;Iegislation .to.make

not-.enﬁugh:',:mfhorSg:maY"lOQk'anlin;'.but; could:be in-

-big trouble by the tiime.a car passes at'high:speeds. 5. ,

10 MPH is a:gobd:spe¢d:to-pas

se,and it-only ;

-+ **It’s hard justtaking. your horse for. a: ride. 'I’\}e' _
sworn. at, Pve had things thrown at me, I’ve
een. whippet, by antenna and. run off.the road. I've
ad Alexwith mesiand sHothefs with.cagsfull:of kids
aggai il b0 2 "3y N s . q * Mae C6 AT T

, [ exasperated smile: “Abont the-
slow86Wn. are the mothers who'

-of:awareness. !, She has a;calm, Setious
out..the . projéct, and. shows no
‘early .problems. getting off the
- ‘only determination to succeed.
ses,’. chickens,: ducks, -cats;’dogs; “squirrels - :
-she’§:athome around them:all “Parhoping toget a -
few'birds of prey from; the'Tr#ilsideé Miseum to.keep
on the.property::There’s-enough-on-the.ltind to. sup-
port:them. I enjoy:watching:them: glide;:they’re free

. and:keen,and have a. constant..awareness that few

‘people: possess.’” Except--Mary--Eator, who .”sogu-‘s,
through life aware and.in: tune ;,aml’l ~everything




